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Two Visions: John Winthrop/Roger Williams



Puritanism
• Developed out of Anglicanism and dissatisfaction with Elizabeth I

• “Marian Exiles”

• Reform Goals
• No clergy vestments

• No kneeling at the Lord’s Supper

• No marriage ring

• No sign of the cross

• Change organizational method

• Clergy should be holy and learned

• Emphasis on personal conversion experience



Puritanism
• Overall Beliefs
• Humans depend entirely on God for salvation

• Authority of the Bible

• God created society as a unified whole and should be guided by the Bible

• God works with people through covenants/solemn agreements
• Covenant of grace
• Covenant of the church
• Covenant of society



Puritan Dissent
• Anne Hutchinson
• Persuaded her husband to follow John 

Cotton to New England

• Strongly Calvinistic, no reliance on 
works, no way to influence nor 
establish proof of election

• This undermined Puritan theology, 
which wanted “visible saints”

• 1637: She was tried for criticizing the 
ministers, condemned and banished as 
a fanatic. Exiled to Rhode Island and 
later to Long Island Sound. Killed by 
Indians 5 years later. 



Roger Williams
• Came to Massachusetts Bay to serve as pastor of one of the Puritan 

churches.  Banished from the colony in 1635

• Founded Providence, RI as a shelter for persecuted religious people

• Founded the first Baptist church in America (1639), left the Baptist 
denomination and became a “seeker”

• The Bloody Tenent of Persecution (1644)

• The Bloody Tenent Washed White in the Blood of the Lamb, a response by 
John Cotton

• The Bloody Tenent Yet More Bloody, a response to Cotton

• Willams’ teaching led to a concept of separation of church and state



• Contributions of Roger Williams
• Missionary to Native Americans: wrote Key to Languages in America

• Religious Liberty for All

• Separation of Church and State

• Democracy

• Founder of first Baptist church in America in Providence, RI


